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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invenlion 

The present invention relates to a fuzzy system, and in particular, to a membership function unit to be employed, 
for a fuzzy inference, to a fuzzy inference apparatus executing an inference in conformity with a predetermined .fuzzy 
processing rule, and to a support apparatus to be used in a construction of a fuzzy control system for facilitating 
10 developmeint of the system. 

Description of the Related Art 

In accordance with the fuzzy theory, it is possible to represent senses of human beings by utilizing membership 
^5 tunctbns as means to numerically express such senses. 

The human senses characteristically change depending on situations and environments of the human being. For 
example, let us consider a temperature of water in a Japanese bath. Since the senses vary between the seasons of 
the year, the judgement of an appropriate temperature suitable for the bath changes depending on each season. In 
general, when the outdoor or environmental temperature is higher, a slightly warmer temperature of the water is likely 
20 to be desired. Namely, the suitable temperature is assumed such that a silghtly lower temperature and a slightly higher 
temperature are appropriate in summer and winter, respectively. 

As describe above, owing to the difference in the sense with respect to the temperature of water, as shown in the 
graphs of FIGS. 26a to 26c, membership functions representing the appropriate temperatures of water develop different 
contours in association with environmental temperatures. 
25 The graph of FIG. 26a shows a membership function developed when the environmental temperature is 20 **C in 

which when the temperature rises to SCC, the graph shifts toward the direction of the lower temperature as shown in 
FIG. 26b, whereas when the temperature lowers to 10**G, the graph is displaced toward the direction of the higher 
temperature as shown in FIG. 26c. 

The membership functions ^°aO)» ^ ^%{^)> ^^cW representing the senses of "lukewarm", "appropriate tem- 
50 perature", and "hot" at the environmental temperature 20" G are expressed as follows. 

M^^(t)-[1 A-1/2(t.42)]V0 (1) 

^ ^*^g(t) = [1/2(t-40) A -1/2(t-44)] V 0 (2) 

35 ^^°c(^) = [''/2(t:42)A1]V0 (3) 

In these expressions (1) to (3), A and V denote MIN and MAX operations, respectively. 

Similarly, the membership functions at the environmental temperatures 30 "C and 10 °C are respectively repre- 
sented by the following expressions (4) to (6) and (7) to (9). 

^ ^^^0) = [1 A -1/2(t-40)] V 0 (4) 

la g(t) = [1/2(t-38) A -1/2(t-42)] V 0 (5) 

H^''c(0 = n/2(t-40)A1]VO (6) 

^ ^ '^(t) = [1 A -1/2(t-44)] V 0 (7) 

^ ^^g(t) = [1/2(t-42) A -1/2(t-46)]V 0 (8) 

lx\(\) = ly2(i-44)A^]V0 (9) 

In the conventional fuzzy system, a plurality of membership functions are required to be defined for the respective 
50 environmental temperatures in advance. If it is desired to establish correspondences with respect to all possible envi- 
ronmental temperatures, an infinite number of membership functions are required to be defined. 

In order to cope with the variation in the sense above, there has been proposed a method in which the environmental 
temperature is assumed to be an element or a factor (an external disturbance) increasing ambiguity of the sense so 
as to adopt a membership function (as shown in FIG. 27) obtained through a composition utilizing a plurality of mem- 
55 bership functions. 

The graph of FIG. 27 shows membership functions developed when the environmental temperature deviates in a 
range from 10 **C to 30**C centered on 20 *'C. The membership function representing the appropritate temperature 
extends in the water temperature range from 38**C to 46^*0. When the width of the range is narrower, the ambiguity of 
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the membership function expressing the suitable temperature is decreased. However, In the method associated with 
this graph, the membership function possesses an enlarged width, namely, an increased ambiguity, which leads to a 
problem that an appropriate inference cannot be easily accomplished. 

Incidentally, in general, according to a fuzzy control, when an input signal is supplied, for example, form a sensor 
5 to a fuzzy inference apparatus, a group of fuzzy inference rules are used to achieve an inference operation such that 
based on a result of the inference operation of each inference rule, the apparatus decides a control operation of a 
control object. The fuzzy inference apparatus includes a fuzzy inference antecedent processing section and a fuzzzy 
inference consequent processing section, so that the inference outputs of the resepctive inference rules are fed from 
the consequent section to a concluding or composing section, which achieves a composition by use. of the inference 
10 outputs. For example, an output of a definite or determinant value Is generated so as to be delivered to the control object. 

In the control system of this kind, there may occur a case where an abnormality signal is received from a sensor 
or the like or where a decrease in a signal level lowers the reliability of the input signal from the sensor. In such a 
situation, it is not appropriate to directly supply the control object with the determinant value output as the final output 
from the fuzzy inference apparatus. Consequenty, as shown in FIG. 28, a final decision section 92 is disposed on the 
15 output side of a fuzzy inference apparatus 91 so as to determine presence or absence of an exception signal such as 
an abnormality signal such that depending on the result of determination, the determinant output from the fuzzy infer- 
ence apparatus 91 is delivered as the final output or an abnormality output is produced. 

However, in such a methc5cl, there is required the final decision section 92, which necessitates excessive circuit 
configurations and devices and hence soars the cost of the apparatus. 
20 In order to cope with the problem above, there has been employed a fuzzy inference apparatus 93 (shown in FIG 

29) in which the inference rules Include propositions or statements related to exception signals. In this method, however, 
the exception signals are required to be incorporated as propositions of the inference rules, which leads to a problem 
that the inference rules becomes to be complicated. 

Furthermore, certainty of each inference rule can be determined by use of the membership function in the fuzzy 
25 inference antecedent and consequent processing sections. However, in a case where such certainty is desired to be 
altered, it is necessary to set a membership function for each inference rule, namely, the corresponding operation is 
troublesome. 

When a fuzzy control system is to be configured for a control system, it is necessary to produce an application 
system including fuzzy inference rules and membership functions most suitable for the control system. In a case of 

30 development of an application system to conduct the fuzzy control by use of a microprocessor and a storage, data 
items of fuzzy inference rules and membership functions as well as fuzzy inference programs have been conventionally 
developed for each application. 

However, because of necessities of development of the data items of fuzzy inference rules and membership func- 
tions and fuzzy inference programs for each application, the development efficiency is considerably lowered. Moreover, 

35 an evaluation of the fuzzy inference rules and the membership functions of the application thus developed cannot be 
accomplished without connecting the system to the actual control system. In consequence, the system development 
requires a very long period of time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object the present invention to provide a novel membership function unit in which membership 
functions are adjusted depending on elements influencing human senses so as to achieve an appropriate inference 
without necessitating many membership functions to be prepared. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a novel membership generator in which a weighting operation 
^5 is conducted on an inference result to correct an inference output so as to cope with an abnormality signal or the like 
without causing the circuit configuration and inference rules to be complicated. 

Furthermore, still another object of the present invention is to provide a support apparatus which considerably 
improves the development efficiency of a fuzzy control system, thereby solving the difficulties above. 

In accordance with the present invention, the membership function unit comprises a membership function setting 
50 section for adjusting positions or shapes of membership functions depending on inputs of elements influencing human 
senses so as to set the membership functions and a membership value cqnriputing section for computing membership 
function values associated with input variables in the membership functions attained by the membership function setting 
section. 

Moreover, according to the present invention, in order to correctly adjust membership functions even when the 
55 elements influencing the human senses are complicatedly linked with each other, the membership function setting 
section includes a fuzzy inference section which receives as inputs thereto the elements influencing the human senses 
to achieve a fuzzy inference so as to decide the positions or shapes of the membership functions. 

After the membership functions of which positions and shapes are adjusted depending on the elements influencing 
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the human senses are thus set, arithmetic operations are conducted on input variables by use of the membership 
functions to compute the membership function values. In consequence, without preparing definitions of many mem- 
bership functions In advance, an appropriate inference can be carried out. 

In addition, by adjusting the membership functions in accordacne with a fuzzy inference, it is possible to appropri- 
5 ately accomplish the function adjustment even when the elements influiencing the human senses are complicatedly 
associated with each other. 

The fuzzy inference apparatus according to the present invention comprises means for conducting an inference 
operation for each inference rule, means for setting for each inference rule absolute weight coefficients unique thereto 
and relative weight coefficients between the inference rules, and means for correcting an inference output by use of 
10 the absolute and relative weight coefficients. 

The inference output is corrected by use of relative weight coefficients in association with an abnormality signal 
occurrence and the like and is further corrected by use of absolute weight coefficients depending on the certainty of 
the inference rules or the like. In consequence, the exception processing such as processing to be conducted at an 
abnomnality occurrence can be carried out without causing the circuit configuration and inference rules to be compli- 
is cated. Furthermore, the certainty of the inference rules and the like can be easily reflected onto the inference output. 

Moreover, the fuzzy control system development support apparatus according to the present invention is charac- 
terized by comprising a knowledge base for storing therein fuzzy processing rules and membership functions respec- 
tively edited on a display screen and a simulation section for achieving a desired inference simulation based on the 
knowledge base. 

20 In the apparatus above, the simulation section includes a simple control simulation section which supplies a single 

pseudo input or consecutive pseudo inputs to the knowledge base to achieve a fuzzy inference so as to produce an 
inference result. 

Furthermore, the simulation section of the apparatus above is characterized by comprising a control system sim- 
ulation section for accomplishing a simulation in a closed loop control system including a control objective model es- 
25 tablished with arbitrary parameters and the fuzzy inference section so as to generate a simulation result. 

In the apparatus above, it is favorable to include means for continuously outputting simulation results as fuzzy rule 
adaptive degrees. 

Moreover, the fuzzy control system development support apparatus according to the present invention is charac- 
terized by comprising a knowledge base for storing therein fuzzy processing rules and membership functions edited 
30 on a display screen, and a translator for translating contents of the knowledge base into any language. 

In accordance with the present invention, since a support apparatus includes a knowledge base and a simulation 
section so as to set the contents of the knowledge base on a display screen, the inference simulation can be easily 
carried out and the alteration of the knowledge base is also considerably simplified. With the provision of the support 
apparatus configured as described above, there is completely removed the difficulty of the prior art technology that the 
35 evaluation of the fuzzy processing rules and the membership functions cannot be accomplished without connecting 
the application system to the actual machine. Namely, the evalution thereof can be conducted at a development stage 
by use of the support apparatus. Consequently, there is attained an advantage that a desired application can be de- 
veloped in a very short period of time. 

Furthermore, In accordance with the present Invention, since an Inference result can be produced for consecutive 
40 pseudo input so as to be stored in a memory, it is possible to employ the memory directly in an actual fuzzy controller. 
This provision leads to an advantage that the inference program development is unnecessitated. 

Moreover, according to the present Invention, in a support apparatus, a closed loop control system is constituted 
with a control objective model and a fuzzy inference section so as to achieve a simulation and the control objective 
model and the knowledge base of the fuzzy inference section can be easily edited on the display screen, the simulation 
^5 is considerably facilitated and hence the support capability for the development is highly enhanced. 

In addition, according to the present invention, there is disposed a translator for translating the contents of the 
knowledge base into an arbitrary language such as the C language; consequently, the fuzzy system is quite advanta- 
geous for the development of application programs conforming to various kinds of microprocessors. 

Furthermore, in accordance with the present invention, since the simulation results can be displayed as fuzzy rule 
50 adaptive degrees, the evaluation of the fuzzy processing rules are advantageously simplified to a considerable extent. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



These and other objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent by reference to the following 
description and accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing a configuration example of a fuzzy inference section to which the 
present Inventbn is applied; 
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing the configuration o1 a membership function unit associated with 
a first embodiment according to the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a second embodiment of the membership function setting section; 

FIG. 4 is a graph showing a state in which the shape of the membership function changes; 

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a state in which the gradient of the membership function varies; 

FIGS. 6a and 6b are explanatory diagrams for explaining membership functions employed in an inference process 

of the second embodiment; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a fuzzy inference apparatus associated with a third embodiment in accordance 
with the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a functional block diagram. showing a fuzzy inference operation unit; 

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram useful to explain an example of contents stored in a coefficient memory; 
FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing a procedure of an inference operation in a fuzzy inference operation section; 
FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a related rule processing; 

FIG. 12 is a functional block diagram showing the configuration of a fourth embodinrient according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 1 3 is a functional block diagram showing a software constitution of a fuzzy control system development support 
apparatus of the fourth elnbodlment; 

FIGS. 14 to 16 are diagrarris schematically showing examples of display screens when a fuzzy processing rule 
and a membership function are edited; 

FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram showing formulae representing a plant model; 

FIGS. 18a to 18c are diagrams schematically showing flows of computations in a plant computing section; 

FIG. 19 is a schematic diagram showing the. configuration of a closed loop system associated with a control system 

simulation; 

FIGS. 20 to 22 are diagrams schematically showing display examples of control system simulation results; 
FIGS. 23 and 24 are diagranr>s respectively showing screens in which a control objective model and a control 
simulation environmental condition are set; 

Fl G. 25 is a flowchart of an operation to store in a target memory an output resu It from a support apparatus according 
to the present invention; 

FIGS. 26a to 29 are diagrams schematically showing the related art; 

FIGS. 26a to 26c are graphs showing states in which the shapes of membership functions alter depending on 
outdoor or environmental temperatures; 

FIG. 27 is an explanatory diagram useful to explain an example of a membership function used in a fuzzy inference 
process; and 

FIGS. 28 and 29 are block diagrams showing fuzzy inference apparatuses. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the constitution of a fuzzy inference apparatus to which the present 
invention is applied. 

The fuzzy inference apparatus is disposed, for example, to automatically control the temperature of water in a 
bath. However, the present invention is not restricted by this example, namely, is also naturally applicable to fuzzy 
inference systems associated with other purposes. 

In this illustrative example, the fuzzy inference apparatus comprises a rule processing section 1, an MAX com- 
posing circuit 2, and a defuzzifier 3. The rule processing section 1 is supplied with two kinds of inputs x^ and X2 obtained 
by conducting sample and hold operations on signals from sensors or the like. By the way, the number of inputs is not 
necessarily limited to two, namely, the number may be one or may be three or more. 

The rule processing section 1 includes an antecedent processing section 4 and a consequent processing section 
5 for executing a fuzzy inference in conformity with a plurality of fuzzy processing rules. The antecedent processing 
section 4 comprises for each rule two membership function circuits (MFC) 6 and 7 and an MIN circuit 8. The consequent 
processing section 5 comprises for each rule a membership function generator (MFG) 9 and an MIN circuit 10. 

The fuzzy processing rules are called 'if, then" rules and are represented in this embodiment case as follows. 



(Rule 1) 

if Xi =Xii(anand Xg^^t^^)^ 
then y= Yi (b) 
(Rule 2) 

if Xi = X21 (^i> and Xg 22 
then y = Y2<^^ 
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. FIG. 2 shows an example (a first embodinnent) of the constitution of the membership function circuit 6 or 7 in the 
antecedent processing section 4. This configuration includes a membership function setting section 11 and a mem- 
bership function value computing section 12. 

The membership function setting section 11 is adopted to adjust positbns or shapes of membership functions for 

s the setting thereof depending on elements (e.g. the environmental temperature in the example described above) in- 
fluencing human senses. In this configuration, depending on elements a1 and a2, positions or shapes of membership 
functions are set to the first and second membership function circuits 6 and 7, respectively. The elements a1 and a2 
are supplied as inputs to set membership functions from a sensor (e.g. a temperature sensor); however, these inputs 
may be delivered from other than sensors (for example, a keyboard, a file, or the like may be used). Furthermore, 

10 although the respective elements are represented as scalar quantities, these elements may be expressed in vector 
quantities. 

In the constitution example above, assuming a case where the position of a membership function varies depending 
on an environmental temperature t, the senses of "lukewarm*, "appropriate temperature*, and "hot" are respectively 



expressed by the following membership functions. 

IS ll^{lx) = l^A-^/2(x-42-i^{x)]V0 (10) 

(t,T ) = [1/2(t.40-f2, (X ))A -1/2(t-44-f22(T))] V 0 (11) 

X '^) = n/2(t-42-f3(T))AI]V0 (12) 



The function f above represents variations in the positions of the membership functions depending on a change 
20 in the environmental temperature t. Assuming here f-| ( i ) = fat ( t ) = f22 ( 'c ) = ta (t ) = 1/5(x - 20), the expression (11 ) 
above is identical to the expressbns (2), (5). and (8). 

FIG. 4 shows the membership functions thus obtained in which broken lines indicate a state of change in the 
position of the membership functions. 

Furthermore, assuming a case where the shape (gradient) of a membership function alters depending on the 
25 . environmental temperature t , the membership functions above are expressed as follows. 

H^(t.x) = [1A-g, (x)(t-f,(T))]VO (13) 

nB(^>^ ) = [921 ( ^ )(* - ^21 ( )]^ -922 ( ^ )(^-^22 ( ^ ))V 0 (14) 

Mt'-f ) = [93(^)(^-V^))^l]V0 (15) 

30 In these expression, assuming g^ ( x ) = g2i ( x ) = g22 ('c ) = ga ( ), fi ( x ) = f3 ( x ) = 42 + 1/5( x -20), and ^2^ i"^ ) 

= 40 + 1/5( X - 20); the expression (14) is identical to the expressions (2), (5), and (8). 

FIG. 5 shows membership functions thus drawn In which the broken lines indicate a state of change in the gradient 
of the membership functions. 

In the examples above, only the environmental temperature x is assumed as the element or factor to influence the 
35 human senses, however, assuming two kinds of elements (e.g. an environmental temperature x and an environmental 



humidity a) in this case, the membership functions are expressed as follovys. 

^iAP'(^'^)] = n A-gi(T.a)[t.f^ (T,o)]}VO (16) 

^1b ^(^' <^)] = {92i (T. a)[t-f2, (x.a)]}A -g22(x. o)[t-f22(t , a)]VO (17) 

fic )1 = { 93 (X . o ) [t-fg (X , o ) ] A 1) VO (15) 



FliS. 3 shows a second embodiment according to the present invention in which the membership function setting 
section 11 includes a fuzzy inference section 13 and a membership function generating section 14. 

Influences of the variations in the environmental temperature x and humidity a on the positions and gradient values 
of the memberships are represented by use of the functions f and g. However, when the elements influencing the 
45 human senses are complicatedly linked with each other, it is difficult to attain parameters expressed by such functions 
f andg. In order to overcome this difficulty, according to the second embodiment, the fuzzy inference section ISconducts 
a fuzzy inference to obtain the parameters above so as to generate the membership functions by use of the parameters 
in the membership function generating section 14. 

Fuzzy processing rules in the fuzzy inference section 1 3 are represented as follows in a case where, for example. 
so only the environmental temperature is set as the factor influencing the human senses. 

(Rulel) 

If the environmental temperature indicates a hot condition, the human sense is likely to desire a slightly warm water 

55 

(Rule 2) 

If the environmental temperature indicates a warm condition, the human sense Is likely to desire water at a usual 
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or ordinary temperature. 
(Rule 3) 

5 It the environmental temperature indicates a hot condition, the human sense is likely to desire a slightly hot water 

FIGS. 6a and 6b specifically show the membership functions under the conditions above. 

The membership functions thus determined are fed to the membership function value computing sections 12 of 
the membership function circuits 6 and 7. On receiving an input x, the membership function value computing section 
1 2 conducts an operation to attain an adaptive degree indicating a degree of adaptability of the input x onto the mem- 
10 bership function so as to compute a membership function value. 

Returning to FIG. 1 , in the antecedent processing section 4 of the rule processing section 1 , when the membership 
function circuits 6 and 7 respectively compute, for each rule, membership function values (adaptive degrees) by use 
of membership functions respectively adjusted depending on the elements al and a2, the respective MIN circuits 8 
select smaller ones of the computed values. In the MIN circuit 10 of the consequent processing sections based on the 
15 selected adaptive degree, there Is imposed a restriction on the membership function related to an output y of the fuzzy 
rule and fed by the membership function generator 9, thereby attaining, for example, a membership function of a 
trapezoidal shape. ^ 

The membership function associated with the output y to be supplied to each MIN circuit 10 is, like in the foregoing 
case, beforehand adjusted in Its position or shape depending on the element b influencing the human sense in the 
20 membership function generator 9. 

The MAX composing circuit 2 superimposes the outputs from the MIN circuits 10 to create a composltlori output 
|i (y). The def uzzifier 3 computes the center of gravity of the composition output so as to attain a definite or determinant 
output y^. 

FIG. 7 shows the configuration of a fuzzy inference apparatus 21 associated with a third embodiment in accordance 
25 with the present invention. This configuration Includes, centered on a fuzzy inference operation section 22, a rule 
storage 23, a membership function storage 24, a coefficient storage 25, an abnormality display section 26, and an 
inference result display section 27. 

The fuzzy inference operation section .22 comprises as shown in the functional block diagram of FIG. 8 a rule 
processing section 28 and first and second correction sections 29 and 30. Correction outputs from the second correction 
30 sections are processed to generate a composition output to be supplied to a defuzzifier, not shown, which computes 
a center of gravity of the composition output, thereby delivering a determinant value output to a control object. 

The rule processing section 28 Is a portion in which a fuzzy inference is achieved in conformity with a plurality of 
inference processing rules by use of the antecedent processing section 31 and the consequent processing section 32. 
The antecedent processing section 31 is supplied with an input signal from a sensor or the like, 
35 The inference rules are called "if .then" rules and are expressed in this case of the embodiment as follows. 

(Rule 1) 

If an abnormality signal is received from a sensor A, an abnormality output is produced. 

40 

(Rule 2) 

If a signal level of a sensor B is lowered, a degree of abnormality of the sensor B is slightly great. 
45 (Rule 3) 

If the signal level of the sensor A is large and that of the sensor 8 Is small, the signal level of an output sigrial F is 
slightly increased. 

so (Rule 4) 

If the signal level of the sensor A is small and that of a sensor G is intermediate, the signal level of the output signal 
F is considerably increased. 

All inference rules are stored in the rule storage 23 shown in FIG. 7, whereas the membership functions to be 
55 employed for the respective inference rules are loaded in the membership function storage 24. 

The coefficient storage 25 is disposed to store therein absolute weight coefficients unique to the respective rules 
to be set to the associated inference rules and relative weight coefficients between the rules. FIG. 9 shows an example 
of contents of the storage 25. 
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In accordance with the values o1 FIG. 9, for a rule 1, the absolute weight coefficient is set as 1.0; furthermore, for 
rules 3 and 4 related to the rule 1, zero is set as the relative weight coefficient. In consequence, when the rule 1 is 
effected, the inference outputs attained by use of the rules 3 and 4 are set to zero. 

For a rule 2, the absolute weight coefficient is set as 1.0, and for the rule 3 associted with the rule 2, the relative 
s weight coefficient is set as 0.5. As a result, when the rule 2 is executed, the inference output associated with the rule 
3 is multiplied by the relative coefficent 0.5 so as to accomplish a correction on the inference output. 

For the rules 3 and 4, the absolute weight coefficients are respectively set as 1 .0 and 0.5. This means that the 
certainty of the rule 3 is great and .that of the rule 4 is small. In consequence, the inference output attained by use of 
the rule 3 is dii^ectly outputted; however, the inference output associated with the rule 4 is multiplied by the relative 
10 coefficient 0.5 for a correction of the inference output. 

In the configuration of FIG. 7, the inference result display section 27 is employed to display the final inference 
result attained by the fuzzy inference operation section 22, whereas the abnormality display section 26 displays a 
message indicating an abnormality occurrence. 

FIG. 10 shows a procedure of operations to be accomplished by the fuzzy inference operation section 22. 
15 In this flowchart, first, when an input signal is received from a sensor in a step 1 (STI), a step 2 extracts an inference 

rule to be executed such that a step 3 then effects the extracted inference processing rule by means of the antecedent 
processing section 31. As a result, there are computed adaptive degrees (grades or membership function values) of 
the respective membership f uhetions associated with the inference rule, thereby selecting the smallest one therefrom. 
Next, in a step 4, based on the adaptive degree thus selected, the consequent processing section 32 imposes restriction 
20 onto a membership function related to an output of the inference rule so as to produce an inference output. In the first 
correction section 29, an absolute weight coefficient is multiplied by the inference output to accomplish the first cor- 
rection of the output. 

Assuming here that the inference rule associated with the rule 3 is executed, since the inference rule possesses 
a high certainty, the output is multiplied by 1.0 as the absolute weight coefficient. If the inference rule of the rule 4 is 
25 to be adopted in this execution, the inference rule has a low certatinty, 0.5 is used as the absolute weight coefficient 
for the correction of the inference output. 

Next, in a step 5, the related rule processing of FIG. 11 is achieved, namely, in the second correction section 30, 
the output from the first correction section 29 Is multiplied by the relative weight coefficient to conduct the. second 
correction. The corrected inference output is subjected to a composition in an MAX composing circuit section, not 
30 shown (step 6). 

When the similar procedure Is completely achieved on all inference rules as described above, the judgement of a 
step 7 results in "YES" to proceed control to a step 8, which conducts an operation to compute a center of gravity on 
the corrected outputs so as to create a determinant value output. 

Subsequently, a description will be given of the related rule processing shown In FIG. 11. 

35 Assuming now that an abnormality signal is inputted from the sensor A so as to first execute the inference rule of 

the rule 1, a step 501 checks to determine whether or not a relative weight coefficient to be multiplied by the rule 1 is 
beforehand set to a predetermined buffer. Since the judgement results in "NO" in this situation, control proceeds to a 
step 503, which references the content of the coefficient storage 25 to determine whether or not the execution rule 
(rule 1 ) has a related rule. Since the rule 3 is found as the related rule in the coefficient storage 25, the judgement of 

40 a step 504 results in "YES" to proceed control to a step 505 to determine whether or not the related rule has already 
been executed. Since the rule 3 has not here been effected yet, the step 505 produces "NO" as a result of its execution. 
The next step 506 determines whether or not the relative weight coefficient associated with the related rule is zero. 
This is the case and hence the judgement of a step 506 results in "YES" to execute a step 507, which assumes that 
the inference rule of the rule 3 has already achieved and hence sets the inference output thereof to zero. In this manner, 

45 when an inference rule not having been executed is assumed in the processing as a rule already executed, the inference 
processing can be conducted at a higher speed. 

Furthermore, since there also exists the rule 4 as the related rule of the execution rule 1 , the processing is similarly 
achieved as described above. Then, after the steps subsequent to the step 503 are executed, the judgement of the 
step 504 finally results in "NO", thereby completing the procedure of the related rule processing. 

so Next, assuming a case where the signal level of the signal from the sensor B is decreased so as to first execute 

the inference rule associated with the rule 2, the step 501 checks to determine whether or not a relative weight coefficient 
to be multiplied by the rule 2 is beforehand set to a predetermined buffer Since the judgement results in "NO" in this 
case, control proceeds to the step 503, which references the content of the coefficient storage 25 to determine whether 
or not the execution rule (rule 2) has a related rule. Since there exists the rule 3 as the related rule, the judgement of 

ss the step 504 results in "YES" to proceed control to a step 505 to detemnine whether or not the related rule has already 
been executed. Since the rule 3 has not here been effected yet, the step 505 results in "NO", and then the next step 
506 detemnines whether or not the relative weight coefficient associated with the related rule is zero. The relative weight 
coefficient with respect to the rule 3 is 0.5 iri this case and hence the judgement of the step 506 results in "NO" to 
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execute a step 508, which sets the relative weight coefficient 0.5 to the predetermined buffer with respect to the rule 
3. By the way, since there does not exist any other related rule of the this rule 2, the processing is returned to the step 
503 such that the step 504 results in "NO", thereby connpleting the procedure of the related rule processing. 

Moreover, assuming that the inference rule of the rule 3 is further executed, the step 501 checks to determine 
s whether or not a relative weight coefficient to be multiplied by the rule 3 is beforehand set to a predetermined buffer 
Since the judgement here results in "YES" in this case, control proceeds to a step 502, which multiplies the Inference 
output of the rule 3 by the relative weight coefficent thus set to the buffer so as to correct the inference output. Subse- 
quently, the step 503 references the content of the coefficient storage 25 to determine whether or not the execution 
rule (rule 3) has a related rule. Since there does not exist any rule as the related rule, the judgement of a step 504 
10 results in "NO", thereby completing the procedure of the related rule processing. 

FIG. 12 shows the configuration of a fourth embodiment in accordance with the present invention. A knowledge 
base 41 is disposed to store therein fuzzy processing rules and membership functions, which are edited on a display 
screen 42. In the knowledge, base, the fuzzy processing rules and the membership functions are not in the execution 
format and hence are converted into the execution format prior to an execution of a fuzzy inference associated therewith. 
IS A simulation section 43 is employed to achieve an inference simulation by use of the fuzzy processing rules and the 
membership functions stored in the knowledge base 41 . In accordance with the present Invention, the simulation section 
43 comprises a simple inference simulation section 43a and a control system simulation section 43b. The simple 
inference simulation section 4^ includes a pseudo input generator 70 for supplying a single pseudo input or consec- 
utive pseudo inputs to the knowledge base 41 . The simulation section 43 comprises as its central section a fuzzy 
20 inference section 71 , which achieves a fuzzy inference on the pseudo input supplied from the pseudo input generator 
70 to the knowledge base 41. For a single pseudo input or consequtive pseudo inputs, the fuzzy inference section 71 
conducts a single inference or consecutive inference operations, respectively. A result of the inference is delivered as 
a fuzzy output and a determinant value to an output section 72, which includes a display screen and an external storage. 

The control system simulation section 43b is constituted such that by use of a closed loop, a control objective 
2S model 73 established by supplying arbitrary parameters is linked with the fuzzy inference section 71, which is then 
connected to an output section 74. The control objective model 73 is represented with differential equations according 
to, for example, the Runge-Kutta method. Results of the simulation are attained by solving the differential equations 
of the model 73. The obtained simulation results are delivered to the output section 74 including the display screen. 

Furthermore, in accordance with the present invention, there Is disposed a translator 44 for a translation Into the 
30 c language and the like, namely, the fuzzy processing rutes and membership functions stored in the knowledge base 
41 can be translated into the C language and the like. The results of the translation are stored, for example, in an 
external storage. 

Moreover, In accordance with the present invention, the output section 74 for outputting the simulation results 
attained by the control system simulation section 43b includes means for successively outputting the simulation results 

35 as fuzzy processing rule adaptive degrees to a display screen or the like. With the provision of this means, it is possible 
to easily evaluate the adaptive degrees and the like of the fuzzy processing rules on the display screen or the like. 

FIG. 1 3 is a configuration diagram showing in more detail a fuzzy control system development support apparatus 
in which there is particularly shown a software constitution. This apparatus may be implemented by use of, for example, 
a workstation. The apparatus operates on an operating system (OS), for example, UNIX. The operating system (UNIX) 

40 supervises a screen control for achieving a data editing and the like on a display screen, a graphic control for displaying 
a simulation result and the like on the display screen, and the man-machine interface. A knowledge setting section 50 
is disposed to store the fuzzy processing rules and the membership functions in a knowledge base 51 . In the knowledge 
setting section 50, a fuzzy processing rule (to be simply referred to as a rule herebelow) is edited on the main memory 
and a membership function (MFS) Is defined and is edited thereon. FIG. 14 shows an editing screen utilized when a 

45 membership function is edited by use of the knowledge setting section 50. In this display screen, the operator may 
input data items such as input/output variable names, a fuzzy label, a comment, and lower and upper limit values of a 
variable name. FIG. 1 5 shows an editing screen employed when an inference processing rule is edited by the knowledge 
setting section 50. As can be seen from this diagram, in this display screen, the operator can input six conditions as 
the antecedent and two conclusions as the consequent. FIG. 1 6 shows a display screen in which a membership function 

so Inputted in the editing screen above in the utility mode Is graphically displayed. In this screen, the file name of the 
membership function is indicated as msfabc. By using an input operation device such as a mouse, It is possible to 
change the page of the membership function file. The control of the input section including the mouse is achieved by 
the man-machine interface, whereas the graphic display operations such as the data editing and the membership 
functbn display on the display screen are supervised by the screen control and graphic control sections of the operating 

ss system. 

The inference processing rules and membership functions stored in the knowledge base are translated to generate 
a file containing the contents of the knowledge base in an execution format in the execution fornnat conversion or 
translation section 52. That is, based on the knowledge base, the contents thereof are converted, for example, by 
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adding parameters such as those of inference methods, into data in a format executable by the fuzzy inference program. 
The execution file is then transmitted to the fuzzy Inference section (to be simply referred to as an inference section 
herebejow) 53. which achieves a fuzzy inference on the received data to supply a result of the inference to the graphic 
control section. 

s A simple inference simulation is accomplished by means of the inference section 53 and the pseudo input section 

54. The pseudo Input section 54 supplies pseudo data to the knowledge base 51. Input data inlcude the single data 
and the consecutive data, whereas the input format allows data including an integer, a real number, and an exponent 
data item. The consecutive data may be retained as an input data file. The pseudo data is subjected to an input editing 
by use of the screen control section. The result of an inference accomplished by the inference section 53 Is sent to the 

10 graphic control section so as to be displayed as the final fuzzy output and determinant values. Incidentally, when pseudo 
data items are consecutively inputted, the inference results are attained as a graphic display with the X and Y axes 
representing the input data and the inference results, respectively. 

In order to conduct a simulation of a control system, there are utilized a plant setting section 60 for establishing a 
model 61 of a plant as a control object, a simulation environment setting section 62, a plant computing section 63, an 

IS output section 64 for outputting a result of the simulation, the knowledge base 51 , and the inference section 53. 

For a simulation of the control system, as shown in the configuration of FIG. 12, a fuzzy inference engine set as 
a controller and a plant modeJ established by use of parameters are configured in a control system of a closed loop, 
thereby achieving the simulatidh. This provision enables the fuzzy control to be simply evaluated. In the simulation of 
this control system, various kinds of enviromental conditions may be specified. The simulation environment setting 

20 section 62 is disposed for this purpose. That is, by use of key inputs, there can be set the environmental condition 
items such as a simulation period of time, a step of time (sampling period of time), a target value format (step response, 
lump response) and a magnitude or gradient, presence/absence of an external disturbance, a disturbance format (step, 
pulse, sine wave), a disturbance application position (the input or output side of model) and an application start and 
end points of time, a magnitude of the external disturbance, a frequency in a case of a sine wave, each initial state 

25 amount of the system degree, gains on input and output sides of the controller (fuzzy inference engine), and an output 
format (the position type to output a controller output itself or the velocity type to accumulate control outputs to attain 
a final output). The plant model 61 can be set through key-in operations of the system degree, the input/output degrees, 
and the idle time. The plant model 61 may be represented in a format shown in FIG. 1 7. The plant model 61 expressed 
with these differential equations and the inference section 53 are linked with each other through a closed loop. The 

30 plant model 61 is then supplied with an inference result as a control input, whereas the solutions of the differential 
equations representing the plant model 61 are returned as a plant output to the inference section 53. The closed loop 
computation is repeatedly achieved m times (m = simulation period of time/step period of time) such that the controller 
output (the output from the inference section 53) and the plant output at the respective iteration are kept as simulation 
results in the simulation result output section 64. By the way, it is assumed that the plant model 61 is represented with 

3S differential equations according to the Runge-Kutta method and the plant computation section 63 accomplishes the 
computation as shown in FIGS. 18a to 18c. FIG. 1 9 shows the closed loop control system. FIG. 18a shows a procedure 
to obtain an input to the plant model (control objective model). The differential equations are solved as shown In FIG, 
18b. The control amount is obtained through the procedure of FIG. 18c. The simulation results thus attained are passed, 
to the graphic control section, so that the respective data items of the controller output (manupulated variable)and the 

40 plant output are displayed as a graph in a time domain on a cathode-ray tube (CRT) screen. FIG. 20 is a diagram 
showing an example of simulation results of a plant output (control amount). Simulation results also include such items 
as those shown in FIGS. 21 and 22. FIG. 21 shows a screen graphically showing as a topological plane locus the 
differential values of the deviation with respect to the deviation values, whereas FIG. 22 shows adaptive degrees of 
fuzzy rules. Incidentally, particularly, in this embodiment as shown in FIG. 22, since the adaptive degree can be graph- 

45 icalty shown for each rule, it is advantageously possible to evaluate the rule in a short period of time. 

FIGS. 23 and 24 shows a screen employed to establish a plant model and a screen used to set a simulation 
environment condition. ^ 

Moreover, this system includes a translator 80 to translate the knowledge base 51 into the C language and an 
inference library 81 in which contents are beforehand prepared in the C languge. The C language translator 80 trans- 

50 lates into source programs of the C language the rules and membership functions set in the knowledge setting section 
50. The inference library 81 is to be loaded at least with the following items. 

Q)Set data to an input variable. 
©Execute an inference. 
55 ©Read a value of an output variable. 

©Read a value of an input variable. 
©Dump various data items. 
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The contents of inference library 81 and the sourciB programs of the C language thus translated and stored in the 
knowledge base by the C language translator 80 are used to develop application progranns depending on various 
microprocessors. FIG. 25 shows a procedure employed when a software fuzzy program is stored in a target memory 
An application program prepared in the C language, for example, a main program to control a temperature adjuster 

5 and the C language translator output and the inference library output respectively produced from the support apparatus 
shown as an embodiment in FIG. 13 are processed by use of a cross-compiler for a microprocessor as a target machine. 
The compilation results are further processed through a linker and a debugger to create an object program. The pro- 
duced object program is then delivered to an emulator, which writes the object code of the program in a target memory, 
PROM. Through the procedure above, the fuzzy temperature adjuster control program is stored in the target memory 

10 The target memory including the control program is installed in a controller board achieving a control of the temperature 
adjuster By the way, in this system, since inference results can be obtained for consecutive pseudo input data items, 
the inreferencG results can be directly stored through the emulator into the target memory. Also in this situation, the 
target memory is directly mounted, tor use, on the CPU board of the actual machine. 

While the pailicular embodiments of the invention have been shown and described, it Will be obvious to those 

IS skilled in the art that various changes and modifications may be made without departing from the present invention In 
its broader aspects. 



20 



Claims 

1. A fuzzy control system development support apparatus characterized in that said apparatus comprises: 



a control objective model (61, 73) to be controlled in a simulation; 

a knowledge base (41, 51) storing therein fuzzy rules and membership functions previously set; 
25 a display means (42, 50) for enabling editing of said fuzzy rules and said membership functions stored in said 

knowledge base; 

translation means (44, 80) for translating said knowledge base into an arbitrary language; 
means (54, 70) for generating and supplying a pseudo input; 

means (53, 71) for performing fuzzy inferences on said pseudo input supplied from said generating means 
30 and feedback frorh said model in accordance with said fuzzy rules and membership functions stored in said 

knowledge base and for supplying the inference result to said model; and 

means (64, 74) for outputting at least one status of said model controlled by said fuzzy inference performing 
means. 

35 2. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
pseudo input generating means generates and supplies a single pseudo input, and said inference performing 
means conducts a single inference operation. 

3. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
40 pseudo input generating means generates and supplies consecutive pseudo inputs, and said inference performing 

means conducts consecutive inference operations. 

4. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 3 characterized in that sakJ 
output means provides a graphic display with two coordinate axes representing the pseudo input data and the 

^5 consecutive inference results. 

5. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that the 
inference result obtained by said inference performing means Is a determinant value. 

50 6. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
apparatus further comprises: 

input means (50) for inputting data defining a fuzzy rule and including conditions for an antecedent and a 
consequent of the fuzzy rule and data defining a membership function and including input and output variable 
5S names. 

7. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
apparatus further comprises: 
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format conversion means (52) for converting the format of the fuzzy rules and membership functions stored 
in said knowledge base into a format executable by said inference performing means. 

8. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
control objective model is represented by an equation and said inference perfoi^ming means solves the equation 
to obtain the inference result. 



9. The fuzzy control system development support apparatus in accordance with claim 1 characterized in that said 
apparatus further comprises: 

10 

simulation environment setting means (62) for specifying environmental conditions in which said inference 
performing means operates. 

10. A method of supporting development of a fuzzy control system comprising the steps of: 

75 . 

preparing a control objective model to be controlled in a simulation; 
preparing a knowledge base storing therein fuzzy rules and membership functions; 
editing said fuzzy rul^Vand said membership functions stored in said knowledge base; 
generating and supplying a pseudo input for simulation; 
20 performing fuzzy inferences on said supplied pseudo input and feedback from said model in accordance with 

said fuzzy rules and membership functions stored in said knowledge base and for supplying the inference 
result to said model; 

. outputting at least one status of said model controlled by said fuzzy inference; and 
translating said knowledge base into a required language. 

25 

11. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
that a single pseudo input is generated and supplied, and a single inference operation is conducted. 

12. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
30 that consecutive pseudo inputs are generated and supplied, and consecutive inference operations are conducted. 

13. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 12 characterized in 
that said method further comprises the step of providing a graphic display with two coordinate axes representing 
the pseudo input data and the consecutive inference results. 

35 

14. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
that the inference result obtained by said fuzzy inference is a determinant value. 

15. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
^0 that said method further comprises the step of inputting data defining a fuzzy rule and including conditions for an 

antecedent and a consequent of the fuzzy rule and data defining a membership function and including input and 
output variable names. 

16. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
45 that said method further comprises the step of converting the format of the fuzzy rules and membership functions 

stored in said knowledge base into a format executable in said fuzzy inference. 

- 17. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
that said control objective model is represented by an equation and the equation is solved by performing fuzzy 
50 inferences to obtain the inference result. 

18. The method of supporting development of the fuzzy control system in accordance with claim 10 characterized in 
that said method further comprises the step of setting environmental conditions in which the fuzzy inference is 
performed. 

55 
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